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HINCHEY HONORED BY ROTARY FOR  
EFFORTS TO ERADICATE POLIO 

 
WASHINGTON - Rotary International on Wednesday night presented U.S. Representative 
Maurice Hinchey (NY-26) with the Polio Eradication Champion Award for his ongoing support of 
the effort to rid the world of the disease and his leadership in securing federal funding for the 
cause. 
 
"I am proud to honor Congressman Hinchey, who has fought hard to gain funding for the 
monumental task of ridding the earth of this crippling disease," said Luis Giay, Chairman of the 
Rotary Foundation of Rotary International. "While the dream of a polio-free world is in sight, the 
last big push still lies ahead. U.S. leadership is crucial to ensuring that the threshold of victory 
is crossed." 

 
A member of the House Appropriations Committee, Hinchey led the effort to appropriate funds 
for global polio eradication in the fiscal year 2002 budget, authoring a letter to the 
subcommittee responsible for the funding. The letter, which was signed by Hinchey and nine of 
his colleagues, was subsequently circulated throughout the House of Representatives. Congress 
then appropriated $129.9 million to the effort. 
 
Since 1988, the number of polio cases has decreased from 350,000 to 480 in 2001, 
representing a 99.8 percent reduction. The poliovirus now circulates in no more than 10 
countries, down from 20 in 2000 and 125 in 1988. In spite of this success, the final phase of 
the Global Polio Eradication Initiative is proving to be the most challenging. Globally, over $1.5 
billion is spent annually to immunize children against polio. 
 
"We've come a long way in the fight against polio," said Hinchey. "It's important that we 
continue to provide the resources necessary to meet our goal of eradicating this devastating 
virus by 2005. I commend Rotary for its outstanding commitment to this important cause."  

 
The Global Polio Eradication Initiative is spearheaded by Rotary International, the World Health 
Organization, U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the United Nations 
Children's Fund (UNICEF). Rotary International is one of world's largest volunteer service 
organizations, with 1.2 million members in 163 countries. In 1985, Rotary created PolioPlus - 
an aggressive public/private partnership to assist international health agencies and 
governments in eradicating polio by 2005. 

   


